Leader’s Notes
Week of October 30 – November 5, 2005

Luke 16:1-13

Leadership Info:

· The focus of today’s study is on using money as a tool to impact eternity.

· As you prepare to lead the study today, ask God to help you look with humility and honestly into your own heart to determine if money is serving you, or if you are serving money. Pray for grace as you lead the group through this important topic. Remember, the study guides have been designed to work as inductive studies. That means, the questions are designed to allow the people in your group discover the truths from Scripture themselves. You don’t need to lecture or teach deductively. Just ask the questions as they are printed, and help guide people to the answers provided in the text. When someone ‘gets it’ – highlight his or her response: “Did everyone hear that?” or “As Jamie has just pointed out…” then restate the point. This is the most effective form of teaching, because people will remember 5 times more and 5 times longer the things they have discovered themselves and the things they themselves have said than the things you say to them.

· As a leader, remind your group members to stay in touch with one another by phone call, email, card, or by saying hello at church. Every point of contact makes the bonds of friendship stronger. Continue to build trust in your group by taking time to listen to one another and commit to sharing your lives.

· When you get to the PRAYING TOGETHER section, remind everyone that what is shared in the group is absolutely confidential. 

Goals for the Meeting:

· Develop relationships

· Discuss the sermon-based study questions

· Pray together

Essential Parts of the Meeting

Leadership Tip ––“The secret of a group’s vitality is found between meetings as much as in meetings.”

This schedule will allow you to finish easily in 2 hours. You will need to adjust it if you want a shorter meeting time.
· Welcome & Refreshments – 20-30 minutes.

· Connect with One Another – 10 minutes. Connecting with one another and the topic. Don’t be tempted to skip this section, it is important to start with a non-threatening question. If the question in the study guide doesn’t seem to apply to your group, design one of your own. The question should relate to the topic and help group members learn something about each other.
· Study God’s Word – 40 minutes. You don’t need to cover every question, only what is helpful to stimulate a thoughtful discussion. There is more material than you may need to fill the time available to you. Therefore, you may want to let your group know that you will focus on a few questions from each section, so they don’t get frustrated by not covering all the material. Not everyone needs to answer every question.

· Live the Truth of Jesus Christ – 20 minutes. The whole purpose of Small Groups is life-transformation. It is easy to gain head knowledge by studying without developing it through our hearts into behaviors. This is a chance to think of ways to put into action the things we learn in concrete and practical ways. Make sure you leave enough time for the questions in this section. Skip some of the questions in the previous section if necessary to leave time for application.

· Praying Together – 20 minutes (about 10 minutes for sharing and requests, then 10 minutes for group prayer). If your group is new to praying aloud coach them through the different areas to pray for listed on the bulletin. (Again – see the Leader’s Notes from the first week for tips on leading this part of the meeting.)

During the week ahead, pray that the Holy Spirit will fill your heart with love and humility. Practice discernment and constructive judgment when needed and build each other up with love and kindness, forgiving one another as Christ has forgiven you. Pray for an ongoing transformation into the attitudes and actions of Christ. Continue to pray for our church’s leaders as they seek God’s guidance for future growth in our community. 

Any questions? Contact one of the members of the Small Group Ministry Team:

Rev. Delianne Koops, Jay Straughan, Karen Fenaroli







