Leader’s Notes
Week of Sept. 25 – Oct. 1, 2005

Luke 5:1-11

Leadership Tip – “The spiritual life is not something we add onto an already busy life. What we are talking about is to impregnate and infiltrate and control what we already do with an attitude of service to God.” R. Foster, Celebration of Discipline

Leadership Info:

· The focus of today’s study is on Jesus’ lordship over all of life—especially the areas we are most confident of in ourselves.

· It is especially important in the early stages of Small Group meetings to keep in touch with the people in your group either with a phone call, email, card, or by saying hello at church so they aren’t tempted to drift away from the group. Now is a critical time for your members to feel welcome and known as they commit to sharing their lives with those in the group.

· When you get to the PRAYING TOGETHER section, ask if there is anyone in the group that would like to keep track of the requests and email them to the rest of the group. 

Goals for the Meeting:

· Develop relationships

· Discuss the sermon-based study questions

· Pray together

Essential Parts of the Meeting

Leadership Tip – Your spiritual life is the foundation upon which you build your ministry. It is not a compartment of life. For the health of those under your care “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do everything in love.” I Cor 16:13

· This schedule will allow you to finish easily in two hours. You will need to adjust it if you want a shorter meeting time.
· Welcome & Refreshments – 20-30 minutes.

· Connect with One Another – 10 minutes. Connecting with one another and the topic. Don’t be tempted to skip this section, it is important to start with a non-threatening question. If the question in the study guide doesn’t seem to apply to your group, design one of your own. The question should relate to the topic and help group members learn something about each other.
· Study God’s Word – 40 minutes. You don’t need to answer every question – choose the questions best suited to your group. I have written more questions than you need so you can adjust to your group dynamics.

· Live the Truth of Jesus Christ – 20 minutes. The whole purpose of Small Groups is life-transformation. It is easy to gain head knowledge by studying without developing it through our hearts into behaviors. This is a chance to think of ways to put into action the things we learn in concrete and practical ways.

· Praying Together – 20 minutes (about 10 minutes for sharing and requests, then 10 minutes for group prayer). If your group is new to praying aloud coach them through the different areas to pray for listed on the bulletin. (Again – see the Leader’s Notes from the first week for tips on leading this part of the meeting.)

Explanation of Prayer Components

Application: Empower the areas that come up during the discussion that people want to see happen in their lives by asking God to give them the courage or opportunity to act on their desires.

Personal Requests – a chance to share needs with one another – encourage them to continue praying for each other during the week.

Ministry and Mission – we want to pray for both the church and the world. We believe each of us are called to pray for and are gifted to serve in ministry within the church as well as to be involved in what God is doing to save a lost world, so there will be a suggestion each week to help focus you in both.

Have a great week discovering God’s call in your life and his lordship over all!

Any questions? Contact one of the members of the Small Group Ministry Team:

Rev. Delianne Koops, Jay Straughan, Karen Fenaroli
