Leader’s Notes
Week of October 9 – 15 2005

Luke 5:27-6:11

Leadership Tip – “People feel loved and cared for when you have time to hear from their heart.

Leadership Info:

· The focus of today’s study continues on Jesus’ lordship over all of life—how Christ Himself introduced a new kingdom and community with new rules that are not oppressive but offer freedom and joyful living. Because this week’s passage deals with issues of the Mosaic law, extended notes have been added below to correspond with the study guide questions.

· As a leader, remind your group members to stay in touch with one another by phone call, email, card, or by saying hello at church. Every point of contact makes the bonds of friendship stronger. Continue to build trust in your group by taking time to listen to one another and commit to sharing your lives.. Remind everyone that what is shared in the group is absolutely confidential.

· When you get to the PRAYING TOGETHER section, ask if there is anyone in the group that would like to keep track of the requests and email them to the rest of the group. 

Goals for the Meeting:

· Develop relationships

· Discuss the sermon-based study questions

· Pray together

Essential Parts of the Meeting

Leadership Tip – Ask, "If this were Jesus standing here, what would He do?…Then simply behave lie tat as empowered by the Holy Spirit.--Carl George

· This schedule will allow you to finish easily in two hours. You will need to adjust it if you want a shorter meeting time.
· Welcome & Refreshments – 20-30 minutes.

· Connect with One Another – 10 minutes. Connecting with one another and the topic. Don’t be tempted to skip this section, it is important to start with a non-threatening question. If the question in the study guide doesn’t seem to apply to your group, design one of your own. The question should relate to the topic and help group members learn something about each other.
· Study God’s Word – 40 minutes. You don’t need to answer every question – choose the questions best suited to your group. I have written more questions than you need so you can adjust to your group dynamics.

NOTES to supplement the Study Guide:
Background on Luke 5:27-32
Tax collectors were considered mercenaries and collaborators with the Romans to extort money from the Jews. In the Talmud, they are referred to as ‘robbers’ (Sanhedrin 25b). Levi would likely have been the wealthiest of the apostles. His sacrifice in following Jesus carried a greater risk than for those who were fishermen. While they could return to fishing if things with Jesus didn’t work out, Levi would never be able to return to his occupation after abandoning his tax office.

Background on Luke 5:33-39
Have someone in your group lookup Matthew 6:5-6 and 16-18. It is clear that Jesus and his disciples did pray, and perhaps fast. For the Pharisees, prayer and fasting were outward activities that proved they were devout. For Jesus, prayer and fasting are private activities between the believer and God. Followers of Jesus are to be faithful in the secret prayer closet, but to present to the public so that no one will know!

Background on Luke 6:1-5
Travelers were permitted to help themselves to satisfy their hunger when making their way through a field or farm (see Duet. 23:25 – “If you enter your neighbor's cornfield, you may pick the ears with your hands, but you must not put a sickle to his standing corn.”). The Pharisees were not objecting to the action itself, but to the fact that they were doing it on the Sabbath. The Jewish authorities took obedience to the Sabbath laws very seriously. Though the command to keep the Sabbath holy in Exodus 20 is not explicit, an entire tractate in the Mishnah is dedicated to it. The rules for keeping the Sabbath were extremely elaborate. The Pharisees would have interpreted plucking grains as reaping, which is explicitly forbidden on the Sabbath. The disciples’ rubbing the grains in their hands, they would have interpreted as threshing—also prohibited on the Sabbath in the Mishnah. Throwing away the husks would have been seen as winnowing, and eating showed that they had prepared food. There were thus four distinct breaches of the Sabbath law in this one activity!

The bread of the presence eaten by David and his men (1 Samuel 21:3-6) was bread made in a special way and kept to be eaten only by the priests. But the need of David’s band overrode the prohibition and no one in David’s time blamed him. The implication is that because of David’s authority, he was able to eat the bread of the presence. And someone greater than David is here—Jesus!

· Live the Truth of Jesus Christ – 20 minutes. The whole purpose of Small Groups is life-transformation. It is easy to gain head knowledge by studying without developing it through our hearts into behaviors. This is a chance to think of ways to put into action the things we learn in concrete and practical ways. Make sure you leave enough time for the questions in this section. Skip some of the questions in the previous section if necessary to leave time for application.

· Praying Together – 20 minutes (about 10 minutes for sharing and requests, then 10 minutes for group prayer). If your group is new to praying aloud coach them through the different areas to pray for listed on the bulletin. (Again – see the Leader’s Notes from the first week for tips on leading this part of the meeting.)

Explanation of Prayer Components

Application: Empower the areas that come up during the discussion that people want to see happen in their lives by asking God to give them the courage or opportunity to act on their desires.

Personal Requests – a chance to share needs with one another – encourage them to continue praying for each other during the week.

Ministry and Mission – we want to pray for both the church and the world. We believe each of us are called to pray for and are gifted to serve in ministry within the church as well as to be involved in what God is doing to save a lost world, so there will be a suggestion each week to help focus you in both.

Have a great week discovering how living life obediently in God’s community brings freedom, joy and peace!  Pray for the Spirit of God bind your group members together in love and unity. Pray for our church’s leaders as they seek God’s guidance for future growth in our community. 

Any questions? Contact one of the members of the Small Group Ministry Team:

Rev. Delianne Koops, Jay Straughan, Karen Fenaroli
