STUDY GUIDE:
Week of September 11-17

Luke 1:26-45—Mary and Elizabeth
“Confirming God’s Call through Community”

Theme
This study is an introduction to the theme of community in the Gospel of Luke. We were made for community. We were never meant to go it alone. God in his own character as a Trinity exists in community. He has created us in his image and therefore for community.

Introduction to the study of the Gospel of Luke

Community is a principle theme in the Gospel of Luke. Luke writes his gospel with a particular eye for community. He begins with much emphasis on the family from which the Messiah comes. Chapter 1 focuses on Zechariah and Elizabeth, then Mary, who is Elizabeth’s relative, when each woman becomes pregnant, they find great joy in community together. The rest of the gospel deals with Jesus forming a community with his disciples.

For Small Group Discussion

Read 1:1-25 on the background of Elizabeth; 26-38 on Mary’s background. Compare and contrast the two women’s stories. How do you think each woman felt about her pregnancy?

1. How does Elizabeth first respond when she becomes pregnant?

2. How does Mary respond to the news about her relative? (Mary hurries to Elizabeth.) Why? (Shame about her own condition; need to be with a relative who understands; need to share a wonderful experience)

3. How does Elizabeth respond when she meets Mary? What prompts her response? Can you explain this? What is the effect this has on Mary?

4. How does the interaction between Mary and Elizabeth help Mary in her new situation? How does it help Elizabeth?

5. This interaction gives us a window on the joy of community. What results have you experienced when you have shared a personal joy with others in community? (frightening, exciting, wonderful, something others do not understand). What is the benefit of sharing joy in community? (rejoicing in God’s goodness together; confirmation from the words/testimony of another, etc.)

6. True fellowship is real relationship. Real relationships take time. Who are the people in your life with whom you can share very intimate experiences? Spiritual experiences?

7. Share with others in the group a personal way God has spoken to you or revealed himself to you.

