Small Group Study Guide  






Luke 14:15-24

The focus of this study is the parable of the great banquet in Luke 14.  Jesus taught in parables on many occasions. Remember that a parable is an extended metaphor, not an allegory (with parallel points of comparison). The parable usually has one main idea and may have a “bite” or “rub” that is difficult for the hearers to accept.

Questions for discussion:

1. If time allows, read the previous text (Luke 14:1-14) as the context for this study.

      How has Jesus confronted the guests?  The host?  How has Jesus upset the status 


quo?

2. Imagine a 1st c. dinner party and compare it to a dinner party in our world.  Comment on the dinner etiquette. What was similar?  What was different? (invitations, preparations, host, guests)

3. Note the comment of the guest in v. 15.  Does it fit?  How does it link the narrative?

4.  What excuses are given to the hosts?  Why does the owner become so angry?

 What does he do next?

5. In your first reading of this parable, what do you think it teaches about how to treat others?  What does it teach about priorities?  Secondary things?

6. What is the more radical teaching here? The “bite” that we find difficult to swallow?

7. What does the parable teach about the host?  About God?

8. What is the main point of this parable?

9. How does this teaching change your thinking? How does it affect your life and your relationship to others?

For further discussion:

As we enter into the season of parties and celebrations, how can we put “first things first”?  Does this parable have an impact on your practice of hospitality?  How is a follower of Jesus Christ both a host and a guest?

May our gracious God’s invitation and abundant feast be yours to receive and enjoy in the holidays ahead! 

