NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of Oct. 30 - Nov. 5, 2005

“How to win friends and influence people”
Luke 16:1-13

Connect With One Another

1. Why is money such a touchy subject for Christians? Whom do you most respect for the way they handle money? What specifically do you respect?
Study God’s Word

Have someone read Luke 16:1-13.

2. Why is the manager summoned by his master? What might he have done to deserve this?  What is the last task given to him before his employment is terminated?

3. Explain what the manager does as he prepares his final audit.  What is the motivation for his plan?  How would you describe his character?

4. How does the master react to the manager’s behavior? Why? What is Jesus’ own interpretation of the parable?  What does he mean by ‘worldly wealth’?

5. What is verse 9 talking about? Who are the ‘friends’? What might it mean for them to welcome us into ‘eternal dwellings’?

6. List some ways that non-Christians use money shrewdly?  As Christians, how are we unwise or ‘un-shrewd’ in our attitudes toward and use of money?  What are the negative implications for the kingdom?

7. What can we learn from vv. 10-12? What is Jesus referring to when he talks about being trusted with ‘little’ and ‘much’? with ‘someone else’s property’ and ‘property of your own’?

8. What does it mean to ‘serve Mammon’?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

9. Come up with as many ways as you can that Christians might use money shrewdly for the kingdom and ‘serve God’ in relation to their money?  (Be creative!!!)

10. What are some of the things that make trusting God with our finances so difficult? What are some of the challenges you face when it comes to financial matters? How might the principles here apply to your situation and those challenges?

Praying Together

Application: Ask God to help you trust him more in the area of finances. Ask God to help you become more generous, more faithful, more strategic (shrewd!) in your giving. 

Personal requests: How can this group pray for you? Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Ministry (within the church): Pray that your small group and our church would be generous and shrewd in our use of money. Pray for a fruitful outcome to our Stewardship month.

Mission (in the world): Pray that Christians would use worldly mammon wisely and ethically to help the victims of Katrina and other natural disasters around the world. Continue to pray for God to raise up laborers for the harvest who would use all of their resources eternal purposes!

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


