NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of September 18-24

“Initiation into the Covenant Community: Baptism and Repentance”
Luke 3:1-22


Connect With One Another
If this is a new group, or there are new members since you met for a while, introduce yourselves and share one hope you have for this small group during the fall.

If this group is ongoing, share one benefit you have received from being in this small group and one thing you are looking forward to.

Look at the Small Group Commitment together. If you need a copy, it is available on our website. Read it aloud to clarify group expectations.

When, if ever, were you were baptized? If baptized as an adult, what do you remember about your baptism?

Study God’s Word

· Read Luke 2:1-22 aloud.

· What does v. 3 say happened to precipitate John’s ministry?
Take a look at Isaiah 40. How was John’s ministry a fulfillment of this prophesy? 
· What kind of baptism was John preaching? (v. 3) What did repentance mean practically for the various groups listening to John’s preaching?

· According to John, what were some of his hearers relying upon for their salvation? What did John call them to do instead?

· Who did some people think John was? Why? How did John straighten them out?

· How did John contrast himself to the Messiah? How is the baptism of the Messiah different from John’s?

· Why do you think it was necessary for Jesus to be baptized by John? Why is baptism necessary for followers of Jesus?

· Have different people in the group look up the following Scriptures relating to baptism: Romans 6:3, Colossians 2:11-13, 1 Peter 3:21, Acts 22:16, Mark 10:14, Acts 16:15,33. What do each of these verses teach us about baptism?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

· What kind of fruit do you think God is looking for in your life? your family? our church?

· John challenged each group coming to him to repent in specific ways. How is God calling you to repentance? What are the most challenging aspects of living a life marked by repentance and fruit-bearing in your situation today?

Praying Together

· Application: Ask for God’s help in applying today’s passage to your life.
· Personal requests: How can this group pray for you?

· Ministry (within the church): Pray for the children, families and adults who are new to our church to connect with God and others in this congregation in ways that will help them grow in their faith.

· Mission (in the world): Pray for generous outpouring of generosity in response to hurricane Katrina. Pray for one person in your life that you would like to introduce to the Lord.

