NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of October 2 – 8, 2005

“A Community Breakthrough”
Luke 5:17-26


Connect With One Another
If your group met last week: During this past week, in what areas of your life did you wrestle most in relinquishing control to the Lord?
If your group met two weeks ago: Where do you see God working most in your life to bear fruit?
For everyone: Think of someone in your life who you know would do anything for you to help you out. What about you? Who in your life would go out of your way to help if he or she was in need?
Study God’s Word

· Read Luke 5:17-26 aloud.

· Describe the scene (where are they? who is present? what happens?)

· What do you think is the relationship between the men and the paralytic? What motivated them to carry their friend to Jesus?

· What might others have done had they encountered the obstacle of the crowd?

· Describe what they did to get their friend to Jesus, and the effect this might have had on those listening to Jesus. How do you think the owner of the house felt? What about Jesus?

· How does Jesus respond? What questions does this raise?

· On what basis does Jesus forgive this man’s sins? What do you think about that? What are the implications of this?

· How do the Pharisees and teachers of the law respond? (Be careful—this is a trick question!) What are they assuming?

· What strikes you about Jesus’ response to them?

· What is the answer to Jesus’ question in verse 23? Which is easier to say? Which is easier to do?

· How does Jesus prove he has authority to forgive sins?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

· What’s your mat? Is your group a place where you know and carry each other’s mats?

· How can you bring others to Jesus who otherwise wouldn’t be able to come to him?

· Who is one person in your life that you would be able to ‘bring to Jesus’? What would that look like? Begin by praying for that person tonight (see below).

Praying Together

· Application: Pray for the people God brought to each of your minds during the study. Pray for God to soften their hearts. Pray for opportunities to ‘bring them to Jesus.’ Commit to praying each day for that person, and each week with the group.

· Personal requests: How can this group pray for you?

· Ministry (within the church): Pray for continued fruit from the Women’s Retreat this past weekend.

· Mission (in the world): Pray for the church worldwide. Pray for one of the missionaries you know. Pray for those people around the world who do not know Jesus—that God would raise up laborers for the harvest.

