NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of October 9 – 15, 2005

“New Rules for a New Community”
Luke 5:27-6:11


Connect With One Another
Name some of the important traditions in your church. How and why do you think these practices began? Which ones are still accomplishing their original purpose?
Study God’s Word

· Have someone read Luke 5:27-32.

· What would it have meant for Levi to leave everything and follow Jesus?

· What is the first thing Levi does? Why does this cause problems for Jesus with the Pharisees and the teachers of the law?

· Have someone read Luke 5:33-39.

· Why do you think the Pharisees want Jesus and his disciples to fast and pray?

· How does Jesus answer their question? What is he saying about himself?

· What is Jesus’ attitude toward fasting and praying? (cf. Matt. 6:5-6, 16-18)

· What is the common point of the two parables in vv. 36 and 37? How do they apply to the Kingdom of God?

· Have someone read Luke 6:1-5.

· Why did the Pharisees think that Jesus’ disciples were breaking the law?

· How does Jesus use the case of David (1 Samuel 21:3-6) reasoning to justify their behavior?

· What are some implications of what Jesus says in verse 5?

· Have someone read Luke 6:6-11.

· What are the Pharisees and teachers of the law hoping Jesus will do? Why?

· How does Jesus respond to what they are thinking? Describe what he does? Why is it so effective?

· What is their response? What do they end up doing? Do you see the irony in this?!*

Living the Truth of God’s Word

· With what types of people would you feel least comfortable worshiping?

· What can you do to make your small group more like a hospital for sinners than a health club for saints?

· In what circumstances or areas of you life do you prefer the taste of the old wine to the new? What can do you about that?

Praying Together

· Application: Who are the ‘fringe people’ in our group or church? Pray for God to help you reach out to these people. Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

· Personal requests: How can this group pray for you?

· Ministry (within the church): Pray for the children’s ministries of our church. Pray for parents. Pray for the schools, teachers and administrators in your area.

· Mission (in the world): Pray for the earthquake victims in South Asia. Pray for peace in the Middle East. Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Continue to pray for God to raise up laborers for the harvest!

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


