NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of October 16 – 22, 2005

“To Judge or Judge Not: That Is the Question”
Luke 6:37-42

Connect With One Another

1. From whom in your life are you most able to receive ‘constructive criticism’ without feeling attacked? What keeps you from becoming defensive? How does it make you feel when someone ‘nit-picks’ or is critical of you?
Study God’s Word

Have someone read Luke 6:37-42.

2. Is judging ever appropriate or acceptable? Under what circumstances?

3. Think of at least three different ways that a person who passes judgment ends up being judged themselves.

4. How does this principle of reciprocity apply to forgiveness? What does the petition about forgiveness in the Lord’s Prayer (Luke 11:4) say about this?

5. How does the principle of reciprocity apply to generosity? What do you Jesus means by, “With the measure you use, it will be measured to you?”

6. What point is Jesus making with the parable about two blind men? (v. 39)

7. How does this relate to the parable about the student and teacher? (v. 40) What kind of person is most effective in leading or teaching others? (see also James 3:1)
8. Jesus describes a comical picture in vv. 41-42. Give 3 reasons why it is impossible for someone with a plank in his/her eye to remove a speck from the eye of another.

9. When is it appropriate to help someone remove a speck from his or her eye?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

10. How can you be a better leader or teacher where God has given you influence?

11. What can you do when you have critical feelings about a person?

12. Read Romans 2:1-4. How has God’s grace led you to repentance?

13. How can you lead/teach/correct others with kindness and grace?

Praying Together

Application: Ask God to help you offer grace and forgiveness to others in the measure that you would like to receive. Pray for God to help you make your family, your church, and your small group places where grace abounds.

Personal requests: How can this group pray for you? Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Ministry (within the church): Pray for John MacLeod, the new Director of Youth Ministries. Pray for the Jr. High group as they go away together to camp (Oct. 21-23).

Mission (in the world): Continue to pray for the victims of the many natural disasters around the world: for earthquake victims in South Asia, flood victims in New Hampshire and the Gulf states. Pray for a peaceful outcome to election process in Iraq. Continue to pray for God to raise up laborers for the harvest!

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


