NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of October 23 - 29, 2005

“A Lovers’ Community”
Luke 7:36-50

Connect With One Another

1. How can you tell that someone really loves the Lord?
Study God’s Word

Have someone read Luke 7:36-50.

2. Describe the setting, characters and action. What do you think the other guests at Simon’s house would have been thinking or feeling?

3. What was Simon thinking about the woman? about Jesus?

4. How does Jesus respond? What does Jesus prove by his response?

5. What is the point of the parable that Jesus tells? Who does the ‘creditor’ represent?
What does the parable imply about the woman? about Simon? about Jesus?

6. How does Jesus contrast his hosts’ behavior with the actions of this ‘sinful’ woman? According to Jesus, who is the ‘sinner’?

7. In verse 47, what does Jesus mean by saying, “Therefore…her many sins have been forgiven”? And in verse 50: “Your faith has saved you.”?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

8. How might Jesus’ parable apply to our situation? to our church? to our faith?

9. Read Philippians 3:10-11. How can we “share in Christ’s sufferings”? What might it look like for us to offer costly love to Jesus?

Praying Together

Application: Ask God to help you understand the depth of Christ’s costly forgiveness for you. Pray for God to help you offer costly love in return.

Personal requests: How can this group pray for you? Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Ministry (within the church): Pray that your small group and our church would demonstrate both the power of the resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in Christ’s sufferings.

Mission (in the world): Continue to pray for the victims of the many natural disasters around the world: for earthquake victims in South Asia, and hurricane victims in our own country. Pray for a peaceful adoption of the constitution in Iraq. Continue to pray for God to raise up laborers for the harvest!

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


