NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of November 6 - 12, 2005

“Did Jesus Need Dr. Phil?”
Luke 8:19-21

Connect With One Another

1. When has your faith come into conflict with your family? In what way?
Study God’s Word

Have someone read Luke 8:19-21.

2. Why was Jesus’ family trying to get in to see him? (the parallel passage in Mark 3:31-34 gives a bit more insight. Read this passage also. Now look at the context: specifically, look at Mark 3:20-21)

3. What did Jesus’ family think about his ministry?

Have someone read Luke 14:25-26

4. What does Jesus mean when he says we must “hate” our family members or we cannot be his disciple?

Have someone read Matthew 10:34-38

5. How does this passage give more insight into what it means to be a disciple? What does it mean to be ‘worthy of Jesus’ with regard to our earthly relationships?

6. What does it look like for someone to ‘love Jesus more’ than mother or father, spouse or children?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

7. In what ways have you experienced your earthly relationships getting in the way of your relationship with Jesus? Give examples from your own life where your faith has brought you into conflict with significant people in your life.

8. Read Mark 10:29-30. How have you experienced the fulfillment of this promise in your life?

Praying Together

Application: Thank God for the relationships he has provided to you in the body of Christ. Confess to the Lord the people and relationships that you have put before him. Ask him to help you follow him with single-minded devotion.

Personal requests: How can this group pray for you? Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Ministry (within the church): Pray that your small group and our church could continue to grow in real community with one another.

Mission (in the world): Pray for unity in the body of Christ throughout the world. Continue to pray for God to raise up laborers for the harvest. Pray for our missionaries who are far from home and family—that God would provide family for them through the body of Christ, and meet all their needs according to his riches and glory.

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


