NPC Sermon-Based Small Groups
Week of November 13 - 19, 2005

“The Healing Touch of Jesus”
Luke 8:40-56

Connect With One Another

1. When should one’s faith be kept private, and when might it be appropriate for one’s faith to be public?
Study God’s Word

Have someone read Luke 8:40-56.

2. Describe the setting and the opening action in verse 40-42. Who is Jairus? What does he risk in coming to Jesus and what motivates him?

3. Describe what life must have been like for the woman in verse 43-44 (read Leviticus 15:25-27, 31 to understand her context). What was her plan when she heard Jesus was in town?

4. Describe what happens next and how do Jesus and his disciples respond?

5. How did Jesus know that he had healed someone?

6. Describe the interaction between the woman and Jesus. Why do you think Jesus engages her?

7. What happens next? What do you think Jairus thought about Jesus’ comment?

8. Describe the scene at Jairus’ house. How does Jesus take charge?

9. Why does Jesus insist that the girl’s parents tell no one? What must all the people have thought when they saw the little girl after that?

10. Compare and contrast the two healings. What is the significance of what they have in common?

Living the Truth of God’s Word

11. With whom in the story do you most identify (Jairus, the woman, the mourners, Jesus, the little girl)? Why?

12. When have you taken a personal risk and put your faith on the line so that you or someone you care about could receive healing or some other blessing from God?

Praying Together

Application: Pray for boldness in taking risks to receive God’s blessing or healing in your life. Pray for ways you can take risks for the sake of others.
Personal requests: How can this group pray for you? Continue to pray for one person who you want to know Jesus as their Lord and Savior.

Ministry (within the church): Pray that your small group and our church will be a healing community—one that takes risks to share the love and compassion of Jesus with others.

Mission (in the world): Pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. Pray that God’s people throughout can stand with courage and perseverance, trusting in their Lord. Pray that they will be healing agents where there is war, poverty and strife. Pray for our own missionaries who work in challenging parts of the world.

Please e-mail comments and/or corrections on these Study Guides to rperkins@newtonpres.org.


