Small Group Commitment Form

Facilitator 

_


Host 





Small groups thrive on participation! The purpose of this agreement is to help you discuss and clarify your group’s goals, expectations and commitments.
Purpose:

The purpose of small groups is to connect people to Jesus Christ and one another in authentic community that will promote transformation through living the Truth of Jesus Christ in our relationships, study of God’s Word together, prayer and outreach. To that end, small groups help us…

· To know God in a more personal way

· To understand what the Bible teaches us about community

· To belong to a group with others who will support us in our spiritual growth

· To care for one another and reach out to others

· To have fun

Components

Connect With One Another

Each meeting we’ll take time to enjoy refreshments and fellowship. Our discussion time will open with sharing questions that will help us get to know one another and share what is happening in our lives. This part of the lesson is designed to introduce everyone to the day’s topic and to get the discussion flowing.

Study God’s Word

Each meeting we’ll study a section from God’s Word that relates to the previous Sunday’s message or a related topic. The questions provided in the weekly study guides are designed to help the group study the passage(s) inductively. That is, the questions will help you to observe what the text says, and interpret what it means.

Living the Truth of Jesus Christ
We are to be “doers of the Word, not hearers only” (James 1:22), so this part of the lesson is designed to help the group apply what God’s Word says. Questions will help the groups see what it meant to live the Truth in practical ways in the real world.

Praying Together

Each meeting we’ll learn how to care for each other as Christ commanded. This care can take many forms such as prayers, encouragement, listening, challenging one another, and meeting real needs.
Important Guidelines

Ideally Small Groups are a place where people experience genuine Christian community. To help achieve this, review the following simple guidelines.

Christ-centered: The ultimate mission of the group is to encourage people to grow in their relationship with Christ.

Caring for one another: We are all on a journey. Part of growing together means we support, respect, and accept one another right where we are. Practically, this means listening well—allowing everyone to participate (no one monopolizes the discussion), and listening while resisting the temptation to give advice or ‘fix it.’

Confidentiality: As a general rule, what is shared in the group stays in the group. Notable exceptions: (1) If permission is sought and granted to share a story beyond the group. (2) If a person is believed to be a threat to himself or herself or to another.

Commitment: While it is recognized that not everyone will always be able to make every meeting, the group is encouraged to make full participation in the life of the group a high priority. In the event that someone cannot attend, we will call the leader or host.
Open group: We will open our group at the end of each short study. 

Details

Dates:
We’ll meet _ every week/_every other week on _________ for ___ weeks. Our final meeting for the quarter will be on _________________.

Time:
We’ll meet from _______ to_______ o’clock. We commit to beginning and ending on time.

Location:
We will met at _________________________

Children:
__ Group members are responsible to arrange their own childcare or
__ Children are welcome / group childcare will be arranged

Refreshment Plans: ______________________________________________________
(Note: Please do not serve alcohol during Bible discussion meetings.)

We agree together in Christ to honor this commitment.
(To be decided by each person by the second group meeting)
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